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FNSB Project Nomination Form
Submission Date: September 16, 2021

Nominator Contact Information 
Name: Rob Proffitt

Organization: Fairbanks Ice Dogs
Affected Department: Parks and Recreation

Phone: 907-460-4799
Email: coachproffitt@fairbanksicedog

s.com
Address: 139 32nd Avenue

Project Information 

Proposed Name:
Big Dipper Ice Arena Spectator 

Seating Redesign & 
Replacement

Project Description: 

This project will replace the 
original spectator seats in the 
Big Dipper. The plastic molded 
seats are at least 40 years old. 

Replacement parts are not 
available. Newer seating, with 

better ADA accommodation 
will lead to a better spectator 

experience. 
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Location:

Safety Code and Compliance
Reduce or Eliminate health risk: No

Explanation: 
Current Facility Condition: Fair

Explanation: Overall arena is old but in 
good, serviceable condition. 
Public Works Maintenance 

consistently addresses 
building deficiencies and 

remedies broken or worn out 
components.

Improves Accessibility Compliance: Yes
Explanation: Redesigned seating with 

special attention given to 
accessibility would provide 
better accommodation to 
persons with disabilities.
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Facility Condition 
Facility Age since construction: 41 + years

Replace an existing facility: No
Current condition: 

Facility Notes: 

Project Funding
Status of Project Funding: No Funding

Source of Secured Funding: No funding is currently 
secured.

Unknown Funding Notes:
Funding Sponsors: Yes

Match Requirement Info: Yes
Match Amount Info: + 41% match required

Project Funding Notes:

The Rasmuson Foundation is a 
potential funding source 

through its Tier I or Tier II 
grant programs. The borough 
may provide capital funding, 

match funding, or 
maintenance funding towards 
this project.  No applications 
other than this CIP have been 

submitted.
Organization Contribution: No

Source of Funds Contributed:

Project Funding Attachment:
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Environmental Info
Contamination Cleanup: No

Cleanup Notes: 
Improvements to Air Quality: No

Air Quality Notes:
Reduction of Stormwater: No

Stormwater Notes:
Improvements to Groundwater: No

Groundwater Notes:
Improvements to Energy 

Efficiency: 
No

Energy Notes: 

Public Usage
Improves Customer Experience: Yes

Explanation: The existing seats are old. 
Newer stadium seats have 

options with seatbacks that 
generally more comfortable for 

spectators. 
Served by Fixed Transit Route: Yes

Explanation: Orange and Purple transit 
routes pass by the Big Dipper 

Ice Arena.
Improves Facility Capacity: No

Explanation: 

Ongoing Maintenance Cost
Reduction to Utility Expenses: No

Explanation:
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Reduction to Maintenance 
Expenses: 

No

Explanation:
Extends Existing Facility Life: Yes

Explanation: Large, high use facilities such 
as the Big Dipper Ice Arena 

require regular capital 
reinvestment over time to 

correct deficiencies or keep 
pace with modern amenities 

that the public comes to 
expect.

Planning and Design
Project has Complete Designs: No

Explanation:
Scope or Engineering Studies 

Done: 
No

Explain Work Done to Date: 

Budget/Population/Support
Impact on Operation Budget: Maintain the operating budget

Explanation: New seating will not affect the 
budget

Type of Population Served Regional areawide users

Description of Needs Met:

The Big Dipper serves a large 
segment of the FNSB 

population. Ice Dogs hockey 
team generally attract 2,000 

spectators per game. The 
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competitive hockey community 
draws families from all across 

the borough and other 
interior/statewide Alaska 

communities. 
Applicable Form of Support: General public support or 

letters from residents
Explanation of Levels of Support: See attached letters of 

support.
Meets Goals or Objectives: Yes

Explanation:

Parks & Rec Plan, Goal2, ObjB, 
Pol1: Establish maintenance of 

existing rec facilities as a 
priority in CIP requests. (p13). 
FNSB Comp Plan, Community & 

Human Resources, Goal1, 
Stat4, ActB: Fully maintain 

existing facilities and improve 
accessibility (p28)

Project Support Attachments: Dipper Seats - Letter of 
Support.pdf

Project Cost
Estimated Cost: 3,500,000

Explanation: The spectator seating is very 
old. While it is durable, 

replacement parts are no 
longer available. Newer 

seating with seatback will 
provide a better spectator 

experience. 
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